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Zach Watts
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Zach Watts is a student at Parkland pursuing education to eventually get his master’s
degree in prosthetics
and orthotics, to eventually become a prosthetist and orthotist.
A prosthetist and
orthotist is a healthcare
worker who creates
custom devices, called
prosthesis and orthoses,
which replace or aid the
movement of limbs.
Watts is originally
from Homer, a small
town 20 miles from
Champaign. When he
was 19 years old he
moved away from home
for school.
“I moved to Joliet
for two years and got
my associate degree in
prosthetics and orthotics,” he said.
He came to Parkland
to get additional credits
before transferring to a
four-year institution to
SEE HUMANS PAGE 5

On Wednesday, Oct.
11, Parkland’s Black Student SUCCESS Project
hosted an event, titled
“You and the Police,”
in which attending students were able to ask
questions to Chief of
Police William Colbrook
and Sergeant Matt Kopmann of Parkland’s Public Safety.
At 1 p.m. about two
dozen students were
seated, ready for the
event to start. A large
majority of the students
present were black.
Additional attendees filtered in in the following
minutes. A total of 65
people attended the discussion says Donna Tanner-Harold, director of
the Black Student SUCCESS Project.
Attendees were given
the chance to ask the
police officers “any

Photo by gregGANCARZ | Prospectus News
Donna Tanner-Harold (right), director of the Black Student Success Project,
along with Chief William Colbrook (left) and Sergeant Matt Kopmann (center)
from Parkland Public Safety, speak before attendees at the “You and the
Police” discussion on Wednesday, Oct. 11, in room U140.
questions at all,” as Kopmann made clear after
both officers gave introductions which lasted
about ten minutes total.
The officers made a
point to let attendees
know not to hold back.

“Nothing you ask us
is going to offend us,”
said Colbrook. “We try
to do these face-to-face
meetings with the students every year. Honestly, I wish we could do
it every month.”

Kopmann said speaking with students and
community members is
exiting.
“This is fun. This is
fun for me,” Kopmann
said.
The
introductions

included
general
descriptions by the officers of what their roles
are in the college and a
description of the active
police on the force and
their presence and daily
activities. It was tied in
with reminders regarding public safety protocol on campus.
Questions asked of
the officers by attendees varied in nature.
Some addressed proper
police protocol and others addressed alleged
injustices
regarding
excessive force used by
police officers while on
the job.
Colbrook
summarized the situation with
a statement.
“In most cases—and
the statistics bear it
out—in most cases that’s
not the case. Those are
extremely, extremely,
SEE SUCCESS PAGE 3

Parkland to show off

at upcoming open house
davidSAVEANU | Staff Writer
Parkland
College
will welcome those
interested to explore
different majors and
experience the school in
a relaxed environment
on Oct. 27 from 12–3
p.m., with a public open
house.
The
open
house,
different
from
a
regular campus visit
day, is more interactive.
Students
have
the
freedom to walk around
and talk to people at
different tables. They
can see presentations
on different scholastic
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subjects
and
the
different
amenities
Parkland offers, as well
as tour the school.
Along with the main
open house, there is a
health professions open
house going on at the
same time.
The
open
house
will
also
have
representatives
and information on
fields of study often
overlooked or hard to
find information on,
like veterinary tech,
occupational
therapy
assistant, and massage
therapy. If Parkland
offers the major, there

will be a table there
representing it.
Mary Kay Smith,
the student services
advisor, is the primary
organizer of the open
house.
“A typical campus
visit day is just a
presentation…you
go into a room, see a
presentation, a power
point, [then] walk out
and we give you a
tour and send you on
your way,” Smith said.
“[The open house is]
much more fluid, you
go from table to table
and ask questions, you
can go to presentations

too but they don’t have
to, [it is] much more
independent,
much
more comfortable, gives
them more choice.”
There will be three
different seminars, or
presentations, going on
that students can attend.
One on financial aid at
Parkland, another on
the Parkland Pathways
program, and one on
finding a career and
exploring your options.
Smith said there are
“hundreds of [high
school]
students”
expected
to
come
explore
Parkland.
The point of the open

Fact or Fiction
There is a open-air fire that has burned continuously for
almost five decades.
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house is to familiarize
interested individuals
with the college in a
“no stress type of way,”
according to Smith.
Parkland’s open house
happens yearly.
Another
version
of the open house
happens in the spring,
but it lacks the huge
health
profession
aspect present in this
one. This is because
health
professions
tend to have specific
deadlines, most starting
in fall, so the open house
gives students all the
SEE HOUSE PAGE 3
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ENTERTAINMENT

“Blade Runner 2049”
a worthy sequel to the sci-fi classic
alexDAVIDSON | Staff Writer
“Blade Runner” is known as one
of the most influential science fiction
films of all time. Over thirty years
later, a sequel with Ryan Gosling and
Harrison Ford in leading roles has
been released in the form of “Blade
Runner 2049.”
People are wondering if it was
worth the effort—or if the property
should have just been left alone.
The answer is “yes: it was worth it,”
but caution is advised for new viewers,
because it’s not for everybody.
The new film, directed by Denis
Villeneuve of “Arrival” and “Sicario,”
takes place in 2049, thirty years after
the first one starring Harrison Ford,
and is about the aftermath of the
original film.
The film is set in an alternate reality
future in which robot-clones, called
“replicants,” are used essentially as
slaves. The replicants are implanted
with memories to make them seem
more real and human-like, to keep
them from being creepy to the
humans.
The most notable thing about this
movie is the fact that they didn’t fall
into a typical trap a lot of sci-fi sequels
do: changing the way everything
works because our idea of the future
changed since the original. This is
known as “retconning,” short for
“retroactive continuity.”
For an example of “retconning,”
take Ridley Scott’s “Alien;” all the
computers are text prompts that
you have to type in commands for
and which have a distinctly 1970s
vibe. However, in “Alien: Covenant,”
a prequel which was just released
earlier this year, the computers
seemed very much in line with what
Windows would look like in the future,
even though it took place in the
“Alien” universe’s continuity before
the original.
“2049,” on the other hand, stuck with
the ‘70s computers, since that’s what

Image provided by Goodrich Savoy 16 IMAX
they used in the original and that’s
what makes sense in this universe. It
was a small detail, but one that helps
keep it in line with the original.
The acting was fantastic across the

board. Robin Wright from “Forest
Gump” as the police lieutenant
brought life to a performance which
could have easily turned into a wooden
character, and Gosling did an amazing

job as the replicant who has to hunt
his own kind.
However, special recognition must
go to Ana de Armas, who played
Gosling’s love interest, the computer
program Joi. She turned a literally
robotic character into the most
sympathetic person in the movie and
it wouldn’t be a surprise if she was
nominated for best supporting actress
at the Oscars next year.
The writing did something that
many films seem unable to do: tell a
continuation of a story, while not being
dragged down by what came before
it. Rarely does a sequel manage to be
even half as good as its predecessor,
but this one is almost as good as the
original and a lot of that comes down
to the writing: they took the original
story and reused the basic idea, but
changed it in a way that it seemed like
something completely new, so that
people will still be entertained by it.
This film really isn’t for everybody,
though.
Clocking in at just under three
hours, it is incredibly long, and while
it seemed to be marketed as an actionthriller it is more of a slow-paced sci-fi
noir film meant to make you think
about the nature of humanity, which
may leave some movie-goers wanting.
The pacing, while perfect for the
type of movie it is, is a bit slower than a
standard sci-fi flick, and could leave the
viewer bored and prone to distraction,
which can cause problems since not a
second of this film is unutilized. There
were some action sequences, but they
were mostly short punctuations to
longer stretches of characterization
and plot development.
Overall, “Blade Runner 2049” is a
good movie and a fantastic sequel.
Fans of the original will surely love it.
However, don’t go in expecting an
action-packed thrill-ride, and if you’re
simply looking for a popcorn flick,
maybe skip “2049” and wait for “Thor:
Ragnarok.”

Midway of Madness
serves up frights to the CU area
under the age of 12 do not attend.
Groups are generally limited to four
to six people.
Should the weather prove to be as
dreadful as what awaits inside the
attraction, patrons will be sheltered
inside the attraction’s covered waiting
area. Several food vendors are also
available on site.
The haunt has been in operation
since Oct. 6 and will continue to
operate every weekend until the end

of the month. It will also be open on
Halloween night, on Tuesday, Oct. 31.
Scheduled hours run from 7–11 p.m.
The haunted house costs $15 per
person, with special pricing available
for groups.
For additional information, those
interested can dial Midway of
Madness’ contact number at (217)
202-4729 or find them online at
midwayofmadness.com.

Photo by gregGANCARZ | Prospectus News
Patrons wait in line for tickets to gain entry to the Midway of Madness
Haunted Attraction.
gregGANCARZ | Staff Writer
The Midway of Madness Haunted
Attraction, featuring a carnival
theme, has returned to the Champaign
County Fairgrounds for its sixth year
this season to frighten and thrill
patrons.
The haunted house, which began as
little more than a decorated private
residence years ago, has since
won multiple awards as a top rated
Halloween attraction in recent years.
“This is our sixth season here.
We did it at home before that for
several years at my parents’ house
in Champaign. My parents actually
moved into their house on Halloween
night like 47 years ago and they started
decorating,” said Chad Swim, Midway
of Madness’ owner and operator. “It
just kind of graduated from there and
I just kind of got hooked.”
The carnival-themed attractions
utilize more than fifty workers each

night, who fill various roles within
the attraction. Many of those working
the house are volunteers. Those
interested in serving as volunteers
are encouraged to contact the Midway
of Madness Haunted Attraction for
more information.
“It’s a carnival-themed haunted
house; carnival scenes [and] carnival
games. There’s a few clowns in
there—a lot of people don’t like to
hear that, but there are a few clowns
in there. There’s lots of dark hallways,
[and] lots of narrow passages.”
Swim says while he personally
finds it difficult to decide on a favorite
section or fright from throughout the
attraction, many patrons are smitten
with a particular villain.
“I would say a lot of people that are
leaving like Jake the Alligator Boy,”
he says.
While there is no official age
requirement to enter the haunted
carnival, it’s recommended that those
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WORLD
Spain: Top court officially
rules Catalan referendum illegal
Aritz Parra | Associated Press
Ciaran Giles | Associated Press
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) —
Spain’s top court on Tuesday officially
ruled that Catalonia’s disputed
independence referendum was illegal
because a regional law that backed it
was against Spain’s constitution.
The Catalan regional parliament
passed
the
“self-determination
referendum law” in early September.
Regional leaders went on to stage the
Oct. 1 referendum on whether the
region should separate from Spain.
They say the “Yes” side won and that
the result gave the region a mandate
to declare independence.
Spain’s Constitutional Court had
earlier suspended the law temporarily
while judges assessed the Spanish
government’s objection to it. In its
ruling Tuesday, the court says the law
was against national sovereignty and
the “indissoluble unity of the Spanish
nation.”
The
court
says
that
the
parliamentary session that approved
the law also violated the country’s
constitution.
The ruling was not surprising —
Spain’s government had already
repeatedly insisted the vote was
illegal.
“We are facing an executive power
in the state that uses the judiciary
branch to block the legislative,”
Catalan government spokesman Jordi
Turull told reporters shortly after the
ruling was announced.
Catalan
President
Carles
Puigdemont made an ambiguous
statement about the region’s future
last week, saying he has the mandate
to declare independence — but would
not immediately move to implement it
to allow time for talks and mediation.
Puigdemont now has until Thursday
to backtrack on any steps the region
has taken toward secession. If he
refuses, the central government has
said it would invoke constitutional
authority to restrict or revoke the
areas of self-governance Catalonia
has now.
Turull said Catalonia wouldn’t
“surrender” in its secession bid and
renewed a call for talks with central
authorities on what he called “a
democratic mandate” to break away
from Spain.
Spain has said that no dialogue
can take place with independence
on the table because a reform of the
country’s Constitution with an ample
majority in the national parliament is
the only legal way to achieve secession
by a region.
Spain is backed by the international
community, which has said Catalonia
must act with respect for Spain’s laws.
Catalonia, meanwhile, is battling
to win external support and is trying
to paint an image of Spain as an
undemocratic and repressive state.
Speaking
Friday,
Catalonia’s
International affairs director, Raul
Romeva, said Spain “doesn*t have
a problem in Catalonia. Spain has a
problem with democracy, one that
affects citizens in Europe as well.”
Tuesday’s ruling came a day after
a Madrid judge provisionally jailed
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SUCCESS
extremely isolated incidents,” Colbrook said.
Colbrook also noted how that in
roughly three million interactions
police have daily with civilians, the
number of incidents that involve a
misuse of power are incredibly low.
Overall, he emphasized the importance of attempting to put oneself in
the shoes of a police officer, whom
never know whether the citizen they
are interacting with is reaching for a
cigarette or a concealed weapon.
Albert Like, a black member of
Parkland’s custodial staff, took his
opportunity to speak against community members condemning Kopmann
as a racist.
“The [last] few weeks, [Kopmann]
was accused of racism,” Like said.
“But here’s some things about Ser-

Photo by Manu Fernandez | AP Photo
A woman stands during a protest for the National Court’s decision to imprison civil society leaders without
bail, in front of the Palau Generalitat in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2017. Protesters were gathering
for a fresh round of demonstrations in Barcelona Tuesday to demand the release of two leaders of
Catalonia’s pro-independence movement who were jailed in a sedition probe.

Photo by Manu Fernandez | AP Photo
A woman holds an “estelada” or Catalonia independence flag as people protest the National Court’s
decision to imprison civil society leaders without bail, in front of the Palau Generalitat in Barcelona, Spain,
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2017. Protesters were gathering for a fresh round of demonstrations in Barcelona Tuesday
to demand the release of two leaders of Catalonia’s pro-independence movement who were jailed in a
sedition probe.
two Catalan independence leaders,
Jordi Sanchez and Jordi Cuixart, in a
sedition probe.
The judge ruled they were
the
orchestrators
of
massive
demonstrations Sept. 20-21 in
Barcelona that hindered a police
operation against preparations for the
Oct. 1 independence referendum.
Turull said the jailing showed how
central authorities are choosing
“repression over dialogue.”
Protesters were gathering for a new
round of demonstrations in Barcelona
on Tuesday to demand their release.
About 500 students left classrooms
in one of Barcelona’s main universities
to join the demonstrations.
“We urge the release of our
political prisoners and call on Catalan
authorities to revoke the suspension
of the independence declaration and
proclaim the Catalan republic,” said
Aina Delgado Morell, a representative
of Universitats per la Republica, a pro-

necessary information to make the
decision before the deadline.
The open house, in past years,
has had departments do many fun
activities with potential students.
WPCD 88.7 FM will also be present,
not only to inform potential students
on the opportunities provided by
Parkland in radio and broadcasting,
but also to broadcast from the open

house, talking about it and playing
music.
Parkland is also excited to show off
its Anatomage Table, which is a virtual
medical imaging device that health
professions students will be able
to use, and the Augmented Reality
Sandbox, which geology students
will use to learn about geological
processes and how they change the
planet’s landscapes.
For
more
information,
visit
Parkland’s admissions office to talk to
an admissions advisor, or contact Mary
Kay Smith at mksmith@parkland.edu.

geant Matthew that you all don’t
know: Sergeant Matthew loves old
hip-hop rap—you [didn’t] know that.
Sergeant Matthew had every Air Jordan [shoe] ever made—every one.”
Like continued by saying Kopmann
had aided him in applying for and
receiving his Firearm Owner Identification card and concealed carry
license.
“Now, this is the good part: Sergeant
Matthew helped me get my FOID
card…Then [he] said…‘I’m [going to]
help you get your concealed carry.’ So,
they taught me how to shoot. That’s
racism?” Like said.
Like said in his experiences with
Kopmann he had never been a victim
of racism from the officer, and he criticized what he views as a double standard of racism.
“Now, I’ve been a victim of racism
a lot…but I’ve never been a victim by
him. But, you all saw him doing his job
out here and called him a racist. We
don’t like being accused but we [are]

quick to accuse them.”
Like’s speech lasted for several
minutes and was followed by a round
of applause from most of the room.
Kopmann was recently involved in
the arrest of black Parkland student
Oluwatobi Mordi. Mordi resisted as
Kopmann and another white Parkland
officer attempted to arrest him, leading officers on a chase through the
U-wing lounge area. Mordi was finally
apprehended outside the U-wing’s
south-facing entrance.
Kopmann received injuries to his
face during the confrontation, and a
bystander was pushed to the ground
as Mordi tried to evade arrest.
The News-Gazette reports Mordi
was charged with four felonies—
including aggravated battery against
a peace officer—and a misdemeanor
assault.
A video of the incident recorded by
a bystander has gotten over a million
views online.
Some among Parkland’s student,

staff and faculty, including the Social
Justice Club, disagree that Mordi’s
arrest by Parkland police was justified and believe Public Safety’s officers used excessive force in the
arrest. The officers involved, as well
as Public Safety and Parkland as a
whole, have received accusations of
racism by some in the community.
The Champaign-Urbana chapter of
Black Lives Matter agrees with the
Social Justice Club’s stance on the
issue and has worked to raise funds
for Mordi’s legal fees.
The Black Student SUCCESS Project event was planned long before
the incident between Mordi and the
police. The Black Student SUCCESS
Project and Public Safety like to hold
the discussion at least once a year.
All students, staff and faculty were
welcome to attend the event. TannerHarold, the Black Student SUCCESS
Project’s director, says all of the program’s events are open to all Parkland
students.

independence student organization.
Students would keep protests going
to “stop the repression by the Spanish
state,” she added.
Spanish Justice Minister Rafael
Catala said the jailing was due to the
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fact that two are suspected of having
committed a crime of hampering a
judge’s orders. He rejected the term
“political prisoners,” saying instead
it could be considered a case of
“politicians in prison.”
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GAMES & PUZZLES
ACROSS
1 Book that’s to see novelist accepted by South Africa (7,2,4)
8 Gordon Brown’s tax? (4)
9 Woman with aspiration to go on the game (5)
10 Second most important animal (4)
11 He works at keeping body in good shape (8)
12 Eastern saint from second century impaled by a knight (6)
13 This plant has a fat lot of value (10)
16 William Hill (4)
17 One gets in through support (4)
18 Indication of relative lack of success in exam – old Scottish one (5,5)
20 One receiving deliveries of cooking mix (6)
22 Emptied bottle, without getting tighter? That’s possible with this drink (4,4)
24 Member of political party netting millions (4)
25 Before noon I depart with a friend (5)
26 Song of Joy (4)
27 It’s attractive, currently! (13)

SUDOKU

DOWN
1 Former Marxist – not a good man – active in organisation of removal of church
privileges (15)
2 Actor involved in sex transformation (5)
3 English pub on the green short of pennies – being so, won’t last long (9)
4 New Orleans is a port (7)
5 Listener’s supporting new approaches (5)
6 Christ appears in a church in Devon (9)
7 Information given to men in court after a confession is obtained (15)
14 Go by the board procuring part of audio system (9)
15 Flavouring given to a Spanish wine (9)
19 Girl told to travel to find mythical monster (7)
21 Note parliamentary decision and respond (5)
23 Open mountain’s home for serviceman (5)

Answers from last week
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LOCAL
Spurlock Museum hosts
lecture on brain chemistry
annaWATSON | Staff Writer
“In 2017, we still don’t know
the chemicals of the brain,” said
chemistry scholar Jonathan Sweedler
on Tuesday Evening, Oct. 11 during
his lecture at Spurlock Museum’s
Knight Auditorium.
The auditorium was packed full of
guests to hear Sweedler, a professor
and director of chemical sciences at
the University of Illinois, speak about
brain chemistry in his lecture “From
Corals to Humans, the Common
Chemicals Connecting our Brains.”
His lecture is part of an annual series.
The event was from 7:30–9 p.m.
with a short question-and-answer
session and a reception that followed.
At 7:30 p.m., opening lines from
Tamer Basar, director of the
University of Illinois’ Center for
Advanced Study, were heard.
Basar shared a few words about the
annual series and the CAS, which was
founded in 1959.
“There is nothing like it in the
country,” Basar said.
Martha Gillette, a professor of
biology, appeared on the podium next
to provide the evening’s introduction.
“[He is] distinguished by the
breadth of his analytical discoveries,”
Gillette said about Sweedler. “I will
tell you a secret about Jonathan: he is
always looking for new discoveries.
That is one of the great things about
working with him.”
Sweedler used a series of slides he
presented during his talk on a large
screen at the front of the auditorium.
His team has been researching
the brain for several years, trying
to understand the brain’s chemical
nature. Sweedler’s research is looking
at neurochemical pathways in the
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get his bachelor’s, required for master’s programs.
“I’m thinking engineering physics,
with a minor in chemistry perhaps,”
he said.
Watts did not originally plan on
going to college, let alone pursuing a
master’s degree. Instead he dreamed
of flying.
“I was a pretty smart kid all throughout school. My parents started homeschooling me [in] sixth grade and
they homeschooled me through high
school. All throughout that time I
thought I wanted to go to the Air Force
and eventually fly planes, which I
think would be the coolest thing…I
really wanted to fly planes, [but] then
I cut my fingers off three days before
I was [going to sign] the paperwork.”
He lost two of his fingers while
working to make part of a beehive at
his job.
“I’ve worked at a bee farm for, it’ll
be seven or so years now,” he said. “At
the bee farm I used to run table saws
and build bee boxes…I was working
on one of the bottom boards, running
the pieces of pine through the table
saw…The table saw hit a knot in the
pine and it popped up. It was about an
eight-foot-long piece and then whenever it popped up, [it] landed back on
the saw and shot back into my gut and
bent me over. My hand actually landed
on the table saw…Table saws tend to
cut through some fingers whenever
that happens.”
He was taken to two different hospitals via ambulance. He says it took
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brain.
“Every president
selects a scientific
initiative,” Sweedler
said
showing
a
slide of President
Obama, “and it will
be interesting to see
what Trump selects
in the next few
years.”
Several
laughs
emerged throughout
the audience.
During his tenure,
President
Barack
Obama
launched
initiatives
on
mapping the brain in
an ambition to cure
cancer.
First,
Sweedler
said it was important
to generate new tools
that could be used to
measure the brain
properly.
Photo by tom WARNER | Prospectus News
He
said
his The host of the evening, presented Professor Sweedler with an appreciation plaque
team studied the afterwards.
fundamentals
of
cells. This, he said, came with great Sweedler said sea snails have the of Arizona with PhD in chemistry, and
complexity. Twenty minutes into the same neurotransmitters as humans, was a postdoctoral fellow at Sanford.
talk, he flipped to a slide introducing so discoveries in their chemistry can
Throughout the years of his career
ribonucleic acids and proteins of a provide more understanding.
researching in chemistry, Sweedler
human cell.
Throughout the talk, Sweedler has received numerous awards
Sweedler then transitioned into pointed to members in the audience including the Malcolm E Pruitt award
the topic of serotonin and dopamine. who facilitated research in his talk.
and the Analytical Chemistry Award.
Members of the audience asked
After the talk, a plaque in He also serves as editor-in-chief of the
questions about his research on recognition of Sweedler’s work was journal “Analytical Chemistry.”
selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors presented to him by Basar.
The lecture was 27th in the annual
(SSRIs) and their correlation with
Many people stayed for the series by CAS, a group of intellectuals
depression. He said his work showed reception,
enjoying
food
and who provide scholarships and
SSRIs changed local levels but not refreshments.
certificates for qualifying University
global levels.
Sweedler received his Bachelor of of
Illinois
Urbana-Champaign
He showed a slide explaining Science from University of California students and professors.
his experiments with sea snails. at Davis, graduated from University

three days before his adrenaline went
down enough from him to feel the
need for pain-reducing drugs.
“I remember it very vividly. I
remember that entire day that it happened. It wasn’t that painful for me to
be honest,” he said. “I didn’t get any
morphine that day.”
Now Watts can look back on the
event with a few chuckles, but at the
time he says he was worried about
how the injury would affect his ability
to fly planes, if he was getting blood on
the carpet, and what his mom would
say.
“My thumb actually went off into
the other room because it flung away,”
he said. “I was like, ‘weird.’ Well, the
first thing that went through my head
was, ‘I hope this doesn’t affect the Air
Force.’”
The injury did prevent him from
joining the Air Force, so instead he
decided to use what had happened to
him to help others. He says he was initially mad about what happened until
his family went to Haiti for a mission
a couple months later.
While he was in Haiti, Watts was
still going through physical therapy for his hand. In Haiti, his family
toured a prosthetics lab.
“I thought, ‘Well, shoot, that’d be
the coolest thing ever if I’d get to help
people who have the same disability that I do.’ Granted I don’t view it
as a disability, because mine isn’t as
[debilitating] as some of the others,
like losing a leg,” he said. “I just think
it’s really cool how I can have the ability to connect to people who have lost
a limb as opposed to somebody who
hasn’t.”
He says he feels he can connect
better to patients who feel isolated
because he’s been through the same

feelings they have.
Eventually he would like to own his
own prosthetics business. He wants to
be an innovator in the field, possibly
inventing new prosthetics, and hopes
a background in engineering will help
him look at the mechanics of different prosthetics and how they interact
with the patients’ motions.
Another dream Watts has is to own

Fact or Fiction

FACT: The Darvaza gas crater, also known as the “Gate to
Hell,” is a crater in a natural gas field in central Turkmenistan.
In 1971, Soviet engineers searching for petroleum at the
site drilled into a large, underground natural gas pocket,
burying the camp and releasing the gas into the air. Fearing
the highly-flammable gas would reach nearby towns, they
decided to try to burn it off; the fire they started has been
burning since.

a restaurant, which he dreams will be
attached to the prosthetics lab with a
large window between them so customers could watch the process of
creating a prosthesis or orthoses
while eating.

Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
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SciCommons offers one-onone experience for students
evyjoCOMPTON | Staff Writer
The SciCommons, located in the
L-wing, has started its second semester as a one-on-one help center for natural sciences students.
At SciCommons students can
approach professors of various expertise and ask questions.
“The SciCommons is for all students who are taking a natural sciences course. This would include
kinesiology, earth science, biology,
chemistry, physics, and astronomy,”
said Dave Wilson, a full-time biology
and chemistry professor. “We encourage students to use the facility even
if their own instructor does not hold
an office hour there, as all our faculty have experiences and knowledge
which can benefit students in most of
our department’s courses.”
SciCommons is simple: there is no
sign-in and no requirements for students to use it. It is also located in a
convenient area for students.
“It’s as simple as you can imagine;
just show up and ask anything you
want,” Wilson said. “SciCommons is
located in the commons area on the
first floor of the L-wing. It’s directly
next to the vending machines. There
is no sign-in process. There are no
forms to fill out. You don’t need anyone’s permission. Just show up and
ask a question.”
There is a schedule detailing which
of the professors will be available at
what time online. This is part of the
simplicity of the SciCommons, and is

available to all students.
“The schedule will tell you the
instructors name and their areas of
expertise,” Wilson said. “The nice
thing about this service is that students are getting help directly from
content experts and experienced
teachers. It’s almost like having your
own expert tutor, for free.”
This is the second semester of the
SciCommons. It began last spring as
a resource to better connect students
and professors.
“The SciCommons began in the
spring semester of 2017,” Wilson said.
“It emerged naturally from a number
of discussions our department has
had over several years related to how
we can better encourage students to
take advantage of their faculty as a
resource outside of normal class time.
Students seem to perceive the faculty
office as a barrier to engaging with
faculty. The thinking was that if we
could remove that one barrier, more
students might seek out help from
faculty in a more timely manner.”
The SciCommons was a group
effort. Many people were involved
in creating an idea to break down the
barrier between staff and student.
“It was a joint effort of faculty and
chair for the natural sciences department,” Wilson said. “I initiated the
conversations that were needed to
come up with a structure for the SciCommons and I continue to coordinate some of the functions. Mindy
Tidrick, one of our outstanding parttime faculty, was also instrumental

Photo by evyjoCOMPTON | Prospectus
News
Science Commons welcome sign
in the original vision for the SciCommons and she also continues to coordinate some of its functions [as well].”
The SciCommons had a successful
first semester and the faculty involved
hope to continue that success.
“A lot of careful thinking and planning went into developing its original
structure, and that has worked quite
well so far. There are things we have
talked about changing in the future,
but we like the simplicity of how it
currently works,” Wilson said.”
As there is no sign-in requirement,
it is difficult for faculty to monitor the
utilization of the SciCommons by students. To gauge the student’s knowledge and opinion on the SciCommons,
the faculty added questions about the
SciCommons on the course evaluations. It was a mix of results.

“We don’t collect much data on
usage so it’s hard to know if more students are using,” Wilson said. “However, we did ask some questions on
our course evaluations last spring to
see if students were using it and finding it valuable. We got many positive
comments, but we also got a number
of students who clearly knew nothing
about the SciCommons. So, we have
done some small things to improve
signage in the area and are trying to
encourage more faculty to inform
their students about the opportunity
we provide.”
Some of the ideas mentioned beforehand have resurfaced, and are being
discussed. Nonetheless, the feedback
on the SciCommons has been positive.
“We have nothing in particular that
we’re planning for the future,” Wilson
said. “But some of the ideas that have
been tossed around is having a system
for monitoring usage of the SciCommons. This might be a sign-in form, or
an electronic signature like they use
in peer tutoring. We have also talked
a lot about what resources we should
have in the area to assist with tutoring. In the future, we may add additional resources that are relevant to
instruction. It seems like the SciCommons is getting some positive attention from other areas of the college—
perhaps similar commons areas will
crop up in other parts of the college
in the future.”
To see the schedule of professors
available at the SciCommons, visit
tinyurl.com/SciCommons.

‘Help us help you:’
mental health at Parkland
derianSILVA | Staff Writer

Mental health is a serious issue
that everyone should pay attention to,
especially college students. Students
entering college face the initial transition phase, where they begin to try
to reconcile their newfound independence, adulthood, and decisions that
will affect them for the rest of their
lives.
“Students have so much pressure
placed on them by society and friends
and family; this pressure to know
what they want to do ‘for the rest of
their life’” said Katie Schacht, a counselor at Parkland.
The pressure on a student during
these times affects them deeply, as
time management, procrastination
and stress can pile up and push the
student into feelings of hopelessness
and despair. It is a common issue that
is seen by counselors at Parkland.
“That stress can lead students to
start checking out or can trigger
preexisting symptoms of anxiety or

depression or just make them start
feeling that school is not for them,”
Schacht said.
Students may not necessarily recognize these symptoms as issues with
mental health and may consider them
to be just a trying time in their lives.
It is important to note however that it
could be something more intense.
Symptoms of depression include
prolonged
sadness,
significant
changes in eating and sleeping patterns, irritability, loss of energy, feelings of hopelessness, inability to concentrate, loss of interest in daily
actives, social withdrawal, unexplained aches and pains, and recurring thoughts of suicide.
These feelings are not limited to
incoming students. Students at all
stages in their education struggle to
understand what the future may hold
for them. Once they have acclimated
to the college environment they must
face their futures and answer questions like: ‘Do I enter the work force?,’
‘Do I transfer?,’ and ‘Do I take some
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time off?”
Schacht suggests students start
planning for graduation now. Student
can get experiences through internships to make connections, network
with faculty who are interested in
their field of study, get transfer information from Parkland and the colleges or universities they are interested in transferring to, and talk to
their Parkland advisor.
“Start getting excited about the
next move in your life and taking ownership for making that transition happen,” Schacht said.
Without seeking help or asking questions it may be difficult to know which
step to take. Unfortunately a stigma
around seeking help still exists, especially for mental health issues. There
is no weakness in seeking help, however, especially when it is from professionals who are there to help.
“None of us in those offices and
positions would have jobs if we did not
have students here coming to classes,
paying their tuition, keeping this insti-
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tution alive. Use us, please. Let us be
of service to you,” Schacht said.
Now during midterms is when students feel the pressure as everything
piles. As mentioned earlier this can
trigger unwanted feelings.
“If you are struggling with test anxiety, anxiety, depression, feelings of
being lost, confused or in pain—we
are here to help,” Schacht said. “Your
professors are here to help, counseling services, career services, center
for academic success, the office of
Disability services, your professor’s
office hours—they all exist for you,
the student.”
If you were unable to check out the
National Depression Screening day
at Parkland on Oct. 18, a confidential
screening it is available upon request
with Parkland’s counseling services
in room U267.
“I cannot stress enough that we are
here to assist….‘Help us help you.’ It
is our job and we are very passionate
about it” Schacht said.
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